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barbara brown taylor's stunning new book, an altar in the world, is not just for christians but for
everyone. it is about how to live in the present moment, while we live in a beautiful and complicated
world. our lives are infused with sacredness and mystery, and the beauty and blessings of the world
we live in cannot be separated from this. an altar in the world will help us understand this mystery
and live a richer life, perhaps for the first time. taylor is a religious scholar and writer, and her book
is based on her work in comparative religions and world religions. she is the author of the award-
winning leaving church, and is the butman professor of religion at piedmont college, where she has
taught since 1998. she lives on a working farm in rural northeast georgia with her husband, ed. here
is the incredible story of the last persian priest in his homeland, which is now a holy place for the
world. with its wordless charm and mysterious truths, this book is about a man at peace with the
world—and yet not at peace with himself. it is about a man of immense faith, an intricate and
beautiful meditation on the art of prayer, the meaning of love, and the power of one’s heart.… this is
a book for all ages, a book of rare beauty and humanity. imagine, if you will, a people who see the
world in a different way. they have no temples, no idols, no graven images, no supernatural beliefs.
they live as equals, in a cosmopolitan society, a land without borders and a people without religion.
for millennia this was the world of the persians. and today, in a city in the southern fringes of iran,
there is a group of these people, a remnant of a people who have held fast to the old ways.
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Belief is for people with difficulties, and faith is for people who cannot believe on their own, says
Taylor. It is a spiritual story for people who don't know how to read scripture, or who have difficulty
choosing between two spiritual alternatives. While efforts to advocate for social justice or advocate

for peace need not require belief in God, faith in God is often required to practice a spiritual life.
Living through life is a combination of managing belief and living faith, and on the path to living

faith, we need to be faithful readers of the very human story that God has written. I am a person that
values the relationships of people to God. I have three core values: prayer, study, and relationships. I
see prayer as the act of loving God with my will and my resources, not in some distant, distant way. I
pray every day and pray more if I am able to do it. As I get older I pray more deeply and more often

and to more people, to be in touch with the Spirit with no boundaries or limits. I do this because I
love God; it is part of my faith in God. I have relationships with people; I spend time with people, in a

church, in a worship service, with people of another faith who I meet in a restaurant, at a local
nightclub or bar. I am there to listen, to love, to learn, to learn about God in the other person, to

laugh at their jokes and cry at their problems, to hear them and to be heard by them. If you don't
know anyone, if you don't know how to pray, if you don't know what to talk about in a worship

service, if you don't know what you think about, if you don't understand how to talk to a person
about your faith, then you could get your breath in a panic, change your clothes and run out of the

house. I would seriously recommend not doing that. You could lose your faith 5ec8ef588b
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