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The Halifax flown by Flight Lieutenant 'Roger'Boyle was on its 4th trip
when it was intercepted by night fighters. They engaged the aircraft
and damaged it. The crew abandoned the aircraft and made their way
to Bremen airfield, Germany. There they found a police post manned
by a single guard (a young girl), and they stayed there for 24 hours.
They then went back to one of the local hospitals. Three days later
they were taken to the local prison. The crew were found guilty of
espionage and sent to prison in Berlin. I then asked if I could see the
aircraft, and we went inside and looked over the site, it was small, but
well maintained. At this point he showed me the original list, and I
pointed out the positions of the crew, and pointed out the aircraft. At
this point he immediately said that this was the aircraft, he insisted
that I could speak to the owner. My Father had come up with me, and
they invited us in. At that point my Father explained that we had got
separated and turned up a few minutes too late. They were obviously
extremely pleased to see us, and there was a scene of some of the
night fighters being drawn up on the next field as the owner clearly
had not returned from his night shift. Suddenly the voices in the room
became animated, and the owner's wife began to shout a few things
in German at them, at which point the person in charge of the night
fighters came in, and apologised for them being out in the cold. He
explained that the fighter pilots of both RAF and USAAF (who had
been out all night searching for the crew) had been waiting in the
next field for this particular aircraft for nearly three hours. They had
been informed that it was in the area, and they knew that a Lancaster
was in the area, but they were so tired, especially the British ones,
that they had made two mistakes, thinking that it was two aircraft
side by side, when in fact it was two aircraft of the same type, and
they had not crossed the target until it was actually too late.
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