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does not imply endorsement.The European Union should develop a
database listing the criminal records of people applying for immigrant

status, according to new research that says databases can be a vital tool
in the struggle against forced marriage. But it is vital the EU makes the
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information readily available to police and national officials, say the
authors of the study, published in the journal, European Child and

Adolescent Psychiatry. Dawn Butler, Labour MP for Brent Central, said this
week that European nations should adopt a database listing forced

marriage suspects to see if they have been interviewed or prosecuted.
“This would improve everyone's ability to work together and pull out

individuals who we are identifying as being targeted by those involved in
this type of crime,” she said. The study describes how a massive

database that lists the names and addresses of women at risk of forced
marriage, owned by the Dutch national police, has made it easier to

target those who fall prey to such schemes. It was found in 2017 that 78
per cent of all suspected forced marriage victims were women from

outside the EU. In the Netherlands, last year a politician’s MP record came
to light after she was recorded telling a victim of her forced marriage that

she “should be grateful she’d been taken”. The study’s authors said:
“There is a substantial body of literature on the value of databases in the
context of child victims of violence, and more generally in the context of

missing person cases. “However, forced marriage is a largely hidden
crime, and police and legal systems have not prioritised the development

of databases specifically for the detection and investigation of forced
marriage cases. As such, we had to develop a new model for the creation
of a database tailored specifically to the unique nature of this crime and

its suspected victims. “Our data shows that a database with specific
identifying features
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